
Rocks + Soil
Unit Standards:
S3E1 . Obtain, evaluate, and communicate information about the physical attributes of rocks 
and soils. 

Big Idea
Rocks and soil have characteristics that are used to classi fy and describe them. Water and 
wind change rocks and soil over time.

Essential Questions
What are characteristics of rocks?

How can we classi fy rocks?
What is soil?

How does Earth’s sur face change slowly?
How does erosion change the land?
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Enduring Understanding

• Minerals and rocks are not the same. 

• Rocks are composed of one or more minerals. 

• Some minerals exist by themselves, but most exist as part of rocks. 

• Rocks and minerals have testable physical properties such as shape, and hardness. 

• Rocks have physical characteristics (shape, color, texture) that can be classi fied by using    

observation and simple tests. 

• There are di fferent types of soils. 

• Soils have physical properties such as texture, particle si ze and color. 

• Soil is one of the earth’s most valuable resources. 

• Soil is composed of weathered rock, ai r, water, and humus. 

• Scientists classi fy soils by observation and simple tests. 
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